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WRITING IMPLEMENT HOLDING DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] The present application claims the benefit of U.S.
provisional applications, Ser. No. 60/807,270, filed Jul. 13,
2006 by Bush III for WRITING IMPLEMENT HOLDING
DEVICE; Ser. No. 60/841,441, filed Aug. 31, 2006; and Ser.
No. 60/849,500, filed Oct. 5, 2006, which are hereby incor-
porated herein by reference in their entireties.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention is directed to a holding
element or guide element for a writing implement, and in
particular to a writing aid for teaching and/or assisting
individual’s to hold a writing implement, such as a pen or
pencil or the like.

[0003] When learning to write, many people have trouble
getting used to the correct way in which to hold a pen or
pencil. The correct hand and finger positioning may feel
awkward, and often the fingers of the learner will slip into
an incorrect position. As a result, the learner may develop
poor writing habits, which may be difficult to break.
[0004] To aid a person when learning to write, devices
known in the art as “pencil grips” have been provided.
Pencil grips are adapted to be attached to a writing utensil
and provide slight indentations onto which the learner’s
fingers may be placed. However, the learner’s fingers are not
directed to or secured in a correct position. Nor are the
learner’s fingers prevented from slipping to an incorrect
position. Thus, poor writing habits may still be developed,
even with the use of these types of devices.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present invention provides a holding or guide
element or writing aid that may be used to properly position
one or more fingers, such as the thumb, forefinger, and
middle finger, of a user about a writing implement, such as
a pen or pencil or the like, in the correct orientation for
teaching proper writing form. The writing aid may also
assist individuals with hand and/or finger infirmities in
holding a writing implement.

[0006] According to an aspect of the present invention, a
writing implement holding device or element comprises at
least one finger receptacle configured to receive a finger of
a user and at least one fastening element attached to the at
least one finger receptacle. The at least one fastening ele-
ment is adapted to being removably secured to a writing
implement, such as a pen or pencil or the like, to aid use of
the writing implement when the user inserts at least one
finger into the at least one finger receptacle. The at least one
finger receptacle includes side wall portions and an open
insert end, which is configured to enable a user to insert a
finger into the finger receptacle such that the side wall
portions surround a segment of the inserted finger.

[0007] The at least one finger receptacle may be arranged
or oriented generally parallel to an axis of the fastening
element, such that the finger or fingers of the user is/are
generally parallel to the writing implement when inserted
into the receptacle or receptacles, and when the writing aid
is attached to a writing implement. The finger receptacle
may be flexibly attached to the fastening element, such as
via at least one flexible link or attaching element, such that
the user may adjust their finger position relative to the
fastening element and the writing implement, while remain-
ing generally at or near the proper finger position for holding
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the writing implement. Optionally, the writing aid may
include one, two or three finger receptacles and may include
one or more fastening elements for affixing the writing aid
to a writing implement.

[0008] The writing aid thus provides a readily useable
device for teaching younger children the proper form for
holding pens or pencils or crayons or markers or the like.
The writing aid is readily applied to and removed from a
variety of writing implements and enables a child or adult to
be trained in proper writing technique while limiting the
need for an instructor to manually position and/or hold the
user’s hand to the writing implement. The writing aid also
provides a convenient device to assist individuals with hand
and/or finger infirmities in holding a writing implement.
[0009] These and other objects, advantages, purposes and
features of the present invention will become apparent upon
review of the following specification in conjunction with the
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] FIG. 1is a perspective view of a writing implement
holding device in accordance with the present invention,
shown affixed to a writing implement and being used to
receive the fingers of a user;

[0011] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the writing aid of
FIG. 1, shown removed from the writing implement;
[0012] FIG. 2A is a perspective view of another writing
aid in accordance with the present invention;

[0013] FIG. 2B is a perspective view of another writing
aid in accordance with the present invention;

[0014] FIG. 3 is an end view of the writing aid of FIG. 2;
[0015] FIG. 4 is a side elevation of the writing aid of FIG.
2.

[0016] FIG. 5 is another side elevation of the writing aid
of FIG. 2;

[0017] FIG. 6 is a side elevation and partial sectional view
of the writing aid taken along the line A-A of FIG. 3;
[0018] FIG. 7 is a side elevation and partial sectional view
of the writing aid taken along the line B-B of FIG. 3;
[0019] FIG. 8 is a side elevation and partial sectional view
of the writing aid taken along the line C-C of FIG. 3;
[0020] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of another writing aid
in accordance with the present invention, having an adjust-
able strap;

[0021] FIG. 10 is a perspective view of another writing aid
in accordance with the present invention;

[0022] FIG. 11 is a perspective view of another writing aid
in accordance with the present invention; and

[0023] FIG. 12 is an end view of the writing aid of FIG.
11.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS
[0024] The present invention will now be described with

reference to the accompanying figures, wherein the num-
bered elements in the following written description corre-
spond to like-numbered elements in the figures. A writing
implement holding or guiding device or element or writing
aid 20 includes three finger receptacles or cones 22a, 225,
22¢ disposed about a mounting element or fastening element
or ring 24 (FIGS. 1 and 2). Fastening element 24 enables
writing aid 20 to be removably affixed to a writing imple-
ment 26, such as the pencil shown or other writing instru-
ment or tool, such as a pen or pencil or marker or crayon or
the like. A user may then insert his or her fingers 28 into
finger receptacles 22a, 225, 22¢ of writing aid 20. Finger
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receptacles 22a, 22b, 22¢ are positioned about fastening
element 24 such that the finger receptacles are generally
parallel to an axis of fastening element 24, and thus gener-
ally parallel to the writing implement when the writing aid
20 is attached to writing implement or pen or pencil 26. As
a result, the fingers 28 of the user are also generally parallel
to the writing implement or pen or pencil 26 when inserted
into the receptacles when the writing aid is attached to the
writing implement. Thus, with the use of writing aid 20, the
pen or pencil 26 is held by the user with proper form. Thus,
writing aid 20 is well adapted as a training device for
teaching children how to properly hold a writing implement
26, such as when learning how to write. Furthermore, a
writing aid with alternatively sized and/or shaped finger
receptacles may be used to assist adults or other individuals
with hand afflictions or infirmities to hold a writing imple-
ment, such as individuals having arthritis, loss of finger/hand
strength associated with advanced age, or the like.

[0025] Optionally, and desirably, writing aid 20 may be
unitarily constructed or molded (such as injection molded)
from an elastomeric or flexible material such that the writing
aid is able to at least partially or substantially conform to a
user’s fingers 28. For example, writing aid 20 may be
formed from a thermoplastic rubber (TPR) or from a poly-
vinyl chloride (PVC) material or a neoprene rubber com-
pound or other suitable flexible material, and may be formed
in different colors and/or sizes. The flexibility of writing aid
20 also provides a user with limited movement of the finger
receptacles about the fastening element and about the writ-
ing implement to enable the user to feel some control of the
writing implement and/or develop motor skills associated
with writing. The flexible material also allows the fastening
element or ring to expand or stretch to receive the writing
implement therethrough, and thus may readily adapt to
different sized and/or shaped writing implements. It should
be appreciated however, that the writing aid may be con-
structed of a less flexible or inflexible material and still
function as intended within the scope of the present inven-
tion.

[0026] In the illustrated embodiment, writing aid 20
includes a thumb receptacle or receiving element 22a, a
middle finger receptacle or receiving element 225, and a
forefinger or pointer finger or index finger receptacle or
receiving element 22¢. As shown in FIGS. 3, 7, and 8, thumb
receptacle member 22a has a slightly larger inner diameter
36a relative to the inner diameter 365 of middle finger
receptacle 225 and the inner diameter 36¢ of forefinger
receptacle 22¢ to accommodate the thumb of an individual.
Further, and as can be seen with reference to FIGS. 6-8,
middle finger receptacle 225 is constructed to have a slightly
greater length 384 relative to the length 38a of thumb
receptacle 22a and the length 38¢ of forefinger receptacle
22c.

[0027] Each receptacle 22 is formed to have a generally
cylindrical or conical side wall portion 30a, 305, 30c. The
conical shape of the side wall portions enhances the ability
of the receptacles to receive the fingers of the user, while
providing a substantial gripping surface at the writing imple-
ment. As previously stated, the finger receptacles of the
writing aid may be connected to the fastening member such
that the longitudinal axes of the receptacles are positioned
generally parallel to or generally along the longitudinal axis
of fastening element 24, and thus generally parallel to or
along the writing implement when the writing aid is attached
to the writing implement. In an embodiment in which the
finger receptacles include conical side wall portions, the
parallel configuration is achieved by securing the receptacles
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to the fastener member such that the inner side walls of the
receptacles are generally parallel to the writing implement,
while the outer side walls tend to flare radially outward and
away from the fastening element and the writing implement.
For example, as shown in FIG. 4, inner side wall portion 41¢
of receptacle 22¢ is generally parallel to an implement that
may be inserted into fastening element 24, while outer side
wall portion 42¢ flares radially outward in comparison with
inner side wall portion 41c.

[0028] Each finger receptacle 22a, 22b, 22¢ includes an
open insert end 32a, 325, 32¢, respectively, and may have
closed ends or cap portions 34a, 34b, 34¢ opposite the insert
ends. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, finger receptacles 22a,
22b, 22¢ may have an aperture or hole 40qa, 405, 40c¢ through
end or cap portion 34a, 34b, 34c to enable air flow or
breathing when a finger 28 is inserted into the finger
receptacle. Apertures 40a, 405, 40c also enable a user’s
fingers 28 to be more readily removed from the respective
finger receptacles 22a, 225, 22¢ by inhibiting the formation
of a vacuum therein as the user pulls or moves his or her
finger from the receptacle. Although a single breathing hole
is illustrated, multiple variously configured and located
apertures may alternatively be provided on or through the
finger receptacles, or the finger receptacles may not include
an aperture through the end or cap portion of the finger
receptacle, while remaining within the spirit and scope of the
present invention. The open insert end is configured to
receive a user’s finger when the user inserts, his or her finger
into the finger receptacle, whereby, the side wall portion
30a, 305, 30c substantially surround a segment or portion of
the inserted finger, in order to retain the finger at the writing
aid and writing implement.

[0029] As best seen in FIGS. 3 and 6-8, each finger
receptacle 22a, 22b, 22¢ may be attached to the fastening
element 24 via a respective connecting element or link 44a,
44b, 44c. The links 44a, 445, 44¢ may comprise flexible
links that allow for some relative movement between the
finger receptacles 22a, 22b, 22¢ and the fastening element
24, such as to allow a user to adjust or modify the position
or orientation of his or her fingers relative to the fastening
element and writing implement, while keeping the fingers
generally at or near the desired or appropriate orientation for
properly holding the writing implement. The links 44a, 445,
44¢ may space the finger receptacles 22a, 225, 22¢ radially
outward from the fastening element and may flex to allow
for the user to use his or her fingertips to engage the writing
implement during use. For example, the receptacles and/or
connecting links may flex to allow the finger receptacles to
move radially inward for engagement with the pen or pencil,
or may flex sidwardly or pivot relative to the fastening
element to allow the user to move his or her fingers so as to
be at an angle relative to the longitudinal axis of the
fastening element and pen or pencil. Optionally, and desir-
ably, the links 44a, 44b, 44¢ connect or attach the finger
receptacles to the fastening element at or near the open insert
ends of the finger receptacles to support the open insert ends
relative to the fastening element and writing implement to
ease insertion of the user’s fingers into the finger receptacles.

[0030] Optionally, the illustrated writing aid 20 may be
sized for use by children of approximately 2 to 8 years of
age. For example, inner diameter 36a of thumb receptacle
22a may be approximately 0.5 inches or thereabouts, while
the inner diameter 365 of middle finger receptacle 226 and
the inner diameter 36¢ of forefinger receptacle 22¢ may both
be approximately 0.4 inches or thereabouts. Also, for
example, the length 385 of middle finger receptacle 225
from insert end 326 to cap portion 346 may be approxi-






